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Planning Commission 
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819
Tuesday 5/19/2026
7:00pm Meeting
St.J. Welcome Center and Zoom
                                                              Minutes

Confirm Quorum of Members Present:  
Jim Brown, Chair___x_ Ben Copans, Vice chair __x__Ben Deede__x_ Issiah Willson__x__ Open____________
Others attending: Chase Empsall (ZA Matt W. did not attend. No video.)

Planning Commission Meeting
1. Open Meeting. 7:02
2. Agenda changes. None.
3. Public Comment. None.
4. Approval of Minutes from 4/20/2026 meeting. Motion with change,  Issiah, 2nd Ben D. Motion passed unanimously.
5. Short Term Rentals. Discussion. Kresten and Chad email.
a. No response from Kresten or Chad concerning Short Term Rental (STR) bylaw or civil ordinance suggestion. Add, “This definition excludes licensed B&B’s, hotels and motels.” Add parking changes to section 404, “One parking space per bedroom.” With approved changes, motion by Ben D, 2nd Issiah to go to a public hearing on June 16th PC regular meeting at 7pm at the Welcome center. Motion passed. Public hearing notice must be in The C-R by 6/01/2026.
6. Tier 1A and Tier 1B. River corridors. Tier 2 and 3. NVDA FLU mapping. 
a. Waiting on NVDA Regional Plan. Then, revisit our TP2025.
7. Bylaw modernization document, further discussion.
a. Some results appearing now. Waiting to see how Bylaw Modernization continues to affect the Town
8. Town plan.  More updates, edit copy online. Printed copies. Conditional on NVDA RPC regional plan. Focus on housing. Municipal planning grant.
9. Town manager report. None.
10. ZA report. None.
11. Other business. Introduce Chase Empsall, applying to be on the PC.
  12. Close meeting. Ben C. motion, Issiah 2nd. Motion passed. 8:22pm.
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