Housing Committee Meeting Minutes:  12:30 pm April 9th, 2021 via Zoom
Attendees: Joe K., Pam D., Patricia Janssen, Ron Steen, Alice, Alicia, Patrick, Irene, Al Dunn
Committee Mission:  “To support economic growth by improving the overall quality of residential and commercial properties in St. Johnsbury.”

Fire Site Housing Project:
Patrick provided an update on a senior housing project that Rural Edge is looking to fund at the Main St. Fire Site.  Rural Edge is applying for HUD 202 funding to build the Packard Court project that was previously permitted but did not come to fruition.  The housing units would be restricted to 55yrs. and older and would provide both affordable and market-rate housing options for seniors.

Northern Forest Center Meeting Update RE: Workforce Housing (Joe & Irene)
Irene is planning to schedule a meeting with the Workforce Housing Task Force and NFC within the next two weeks.  The Task Force members include Irene, Ron, Joe, Shawn Tester, and Alison Boles.  NFC has requested information about downtown properties that may be suitable for workforce housing.  The Task Force is providing information on 67 Eastern Ave., 44 Eastern Ave., 275 Railroad St., 1187 Main St., and 202 Bay Street.

2021 Rental Housing Improvement Program
JK- The Town has received several applications and requests for information.  I believe the word is out about the program, and we should expect higher volumes of applicants this year.  Program outreach continues, direct mailing has been sent out, and three ads have been published in the Caledonian Record.

Other Business:
· Landlord Newsletter- included in the March RJC newsletter
· The committee discussed a potential collaboration with Economic Restructuring Committee (ERC) to assist with developing a façade improvement program for downtown businesses.  The program could mimic the RHIGP and maybe tap into ARPA funding to monetize the program.
· State Rental Housing Registration Legislation- JK has been in contact with Wendy Morgan, and details are starting to take shape in the legislature regarding the state rental housing inspection and registry program (s.257).  The state program looks very similar to St. Johnsbury’s program.  If enacted, St. Johnsbury would continue the program as is with annual reporting requirements to the state.

Meeting adjourned at 1:45pm.  Minutes submitted by JK. 

The next meeting is scheduled for May 14th, 2021, at 12:30 pm via Zoom.
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